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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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NO 
YES 
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Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: WO 01/18763 A (FESTO AG & CO; STANICZEK DIETER 

(DE) ) 15 March 2001 (2001-03-15) 
D2: WO 01/77534 A (WALDECK CHRISTIAN; FESTO AG & CO 

(DE) ; FUSS MARTIN (DE) ; LEDERER T) 18 October 

2001 (2001-10-18) 
D3 : DE 100 12 405 A (MANNESMANN REXROTH AG) 

20 September 2001 (2001-09-20) 

2 . Novelty 

Since the combination of features in independent 
claim 1 is not disclosed in its entirety in any of 
the search report citations, the subject matter of 
claim 1 and of dependent claims 2 to 7 is novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

3. Inventive step 

The present application does not satisfy the 
criterion of PCT Article 33(3), because the subject 
matter of claims 1 to 7 does not involve an 
inventive step. 
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3 . 1 Regarding independent claim 1 

Claim 1 is unclear (PCT Article 6) . In particular, 
it is not made clear which features . form part of the 
claimed subject matter. For the purposes of the 
substantive examination it was assumed that the 
consumer, the job computer and the at least one 
sensor do not form part of the claimed subject 
matter, since they appear to be linked to the 
claimed control device only by virtue of a use of 
said control device . 

3.1.1 The assessment of the application is based on a 

comparison between the technical features as stated 
in the claims and the technical features in the 
known prior art, since the scope of an invention is 
determined by the claims . 

D3, which is considered to be the closest prior art, 
discloses (references in parentheses relate to said 
document; cf . the passages indicated in the search 
report and fig. 1 to 3) : 

Control device for a hydraulic system, whereby a 
valve (11) controlling a consumer can be controlled, 
a bus (3 3) and bus interfaces (32) being arranged 
between a job computer (34) and the valve (11) , 
wherein there is associated with the consumer at 
least one sensor (24, 26), the signal whereof has to 
be taken into account in the control of the consumer 
by the control device, an autonomous controlling 
element (17, 18) being arranged between the bus (33) 
and the valve (11) and the autonomous controlling 
element (17, 18) being provided 
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• with a bus interface (33) , 

• with a micro-controller (16, 27) connected 
thereto, 

• and with (...) , 

• to which there can be connected the at least one 
sensor (24, 26), which is a (...) sensor, and the 
controlling element (17, 18) being structurally 
combined with the valve (11) . 



3.1.2 The subject matter of claim 1 differs therefrom in 
that the autonomous controlling element is provided 
with an analogue-to-digital converter and the sensor 
is an analogue sensor. D3 , by contrast, does not 
describe where the analogue-to-digital conversion of 
the sensor signals takes place prior to digital 
further processing. 

3.1.3 This permits the use of ordinary, inexpensive 
analogue sensors . 

3.1.4 Theoretically, the analogue- to-digital conversion in 
D3 could be carried out by an analogue- to-digital 
converter integrated into the sensor or into the 
control device or by a separate analogue- to-digital 
converter arranged between the sensor and the 
control device . The use of analogue sensors with 
analogue-to-digital conversion in the control 
device, especially, is common in the prior art (see, 
for example, Dl : page 7, line 9) . A person skilled 
in the art would consider this solution and, 
applying it to a control device as defined in D3, 
would arrive at a control device as defined in 
claim 1 without thereby being inventive. 
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3.2 Regarding dependent claims 2 to 7 

Dependent claims 2 to 7 do not appear to contain any- 
additional features which in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer back could 
yield a subject matter involving an inventive step. 
The reasons are as follows: 

The additional features of claims 2 to 7 relate to 
the spatial arrangement of individual components of 
the control device and to the design of the plug- in 
units for the connection of the power supply, bus 
and sensors. These are simple design measures 
without inventive merit. These features are 
disclosed in D2 or are obvious to a person skilled 
in the art in the light of that document (cf . the 
passages indicated in the search report) . 

A person skilled in the art would therefore consider 
it standard procedure to combine with each other all 
the features in each of claims 2 to 7 . 
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